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The Tourism Development Corporation (TDC) is proud to introduce the Student Innovation Competition — a 
landmark initiative under the Economic Innovation Competition designed exclusively for junior and senior high school 
students throughout The Bahamas. This competition gives young innovators across the country a platform to showcase 
their entrepreneurial ideas and contribute meaningfully to the future of Bahamian tourism. 

With a total prize pool of $50,000.00 disbursed across three tiers for each of the three economy tracks — Green, Blue, 
and Orange — students have a powerful incentive to develop bold, creative, and well-researched business concepts. All 
submitted proposals must focus on enhancing the Bahamian Tourism Product or Experience, challenging students to 
think about how they can contribute to the growth and improvement of The Bahamas' tourism sector. 

Because most submissions will be concept-stage ideas, students are warmly encouraged to use AI tools, digital renders, 
prototypes, minimum viable products (MVPs), or tech packs to strengthen and visualize their proposals. Creativity, clarity, 
and ambition are what the judges will be looking for. The goal is to help your bring these concepts to life or expand on 
your existing business or product is it already exists! 

💡  AI Tools, Renders & Prototypes Are Welcome! 

Since most submissions will be at the concept stage, students are encouraged to use any of the following to 
enhance the quality and presentation of their proposals: 

•  AI-generated content — use tools like ChatGPT, Claude, Canva AI, or others to help write, 
brainstorm, or visualize your idea. You should not rely on them solely. 
•  Digital renders — visual mockups, design sketches, or illustrated concepts of your product or 
service 
•  Prototypes — basic working models, app wireframes, or physical prototypes where applicable 
•  Minimum Viable Products (MVPs) — a simplified early version of your idea that demonstrates it 
works 
•  Tech packs — detailed specification documents describing your product design, materials, or 
features 

Judges will assess your idea, its tourism alignment, and how clearly you communicate it. The more you can show 
your concept visually or through supporting materials, the stronger your submission. 

 

SECTION 1 — WHAT IS THE STUDENT INNOVATION COMPETITION? 

 
The Student Innovation Competition invites young Bahamians at the junior and senior high school level to imagine, 
design, and pitch business ideas that improve or enhance the tourism experience in The Bahamas. Student entries are 
grouped into three economy tracks: 

 

🟠 Orange 
Economy 

Creative Economy — arts, culture, media, design, digital content, culinary, and 
heritage experiences 

🔵 Blue 
Economy 

Ocean Economy — marine tourism, water adventures, coastal experiences, 
conservation, and ocean-linked services 

🟢 Green 
Economy 

Sustainability Economy — renewable energy, eco-tourism, sustainable transport, 
waste management, and green innovation 
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Students are encouraged to think creatively about tourism-aligned problems and solutions. Your idea does not need to be 
fully built — this competition welcomes concepts, plans, and visions for the future. 

 

SECTION 2 — QUALIFYING STUDENT BUSINESS CONCEPTS, PRODUCTS & SERVICES 

 
Below is a non-exhaustive list of business categories and student concept ideas that qualify under each economy track. 
Students are encouraged to think creatively — these are examples to inspire, not limit, your imagination. 

 

🟠  ORANGE ECONOMY — Creative Economy Concepts 

Arts & Cultural Heritage 

→  A Junkanoo costume design concept with a rental studio for tourists 

→  A children's cultural discovery app or experience center idea 

→  A digital archive or virtual museum of Bahamian culture 

→  A heritage-themed escape room concept for cruise port visitors 

→  Cultural immersion workshop concept (dance, drumming, storytelling) 

→  A mobile storytelling performance concept for resorts 

→  Living museum concept showcasing Bahamian history and folklore 

→  An interactive art gallery concept designed for tourists 

Media & Audiovisual Production 

→  A tourism-focused social media content channel or brand concept 

→  A student-run island lifestyle YouTube or podcast concept 

→  A drone videography service concept for tourism promotion 

→  A virtual reality destination preview experience concept 

→  A digital storytelling studio concept for Bahamian heritage brands 

→  An OTT streaming platform concept for Caribbean content 

Design & Fashion 

→  A resort wear fashion concept inspired by local Bahamian culture 

→  An island-inspired jewelry and accessories brand concept 

→  A cultural souvenir product design concept 

→  A sustainable fashion line concept using traditional materials 

→  A graphic design studio concept for tourism brands 

→  A digital fashion concept for metaverse tourism spaces 

Content Creation & Digital Services 

→  A gamified cultural heritage tour app concept 

→  An AI-powered travel itinerary design service concept 
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→  An augmented reality historical tour concept 

→  A tourism mobile app development concept 

→  A metaverse island tourism experience concept 

→  An online cultural education platform concept for travelers 

→  A creative tech lab concept for tourism innovation 

Publishing & Literature 

→  A children's book series concept based on Bahamian island folklore 

→  A digital travel magazine concept on Caribbean tourism and culture 

→  An audio travel guide publishing concept 

→  A cultural storytelling blog or content network concept 

→  A heritage cookbook concept celebrating Bahamian culinary traditions 

Culinary Arts & Gastronomy 

→  A culinary tourism experience concept for visitors 

→  A virtual cooking class concept showcasing Bahamian cuisine 

→  A food storytelling and gastronomy media brand concept 

→  A farm-to-table tourism experience concept 

→  A chef-led cultural dining events concept 

Emerging Creative & Digital Sectors 

→  An NFT marketplace concept for local Bahamian art and culture 

→  An AI-generated destination marketing content service concept 

→  A smart museum experience concept using AI and interactive technology 

→  A blockchain-based ticketing concept for cultural festivals 

→  A digital souvenir NFT concept for tourists 

 

🔵  BLUE ECONOMY — Ocean Economy Concepts 

Water & Marine Adventure Experiences 

→  An eco-snorkel or scuba tour concept for visitors 

→  A bioluminescent kayak night tour concept 

→  A sea turtle tracking or shark ecology tour concept 

→  A glass-bottom boat tour concept with marine education 

→  A whale and dolphin watching tour concept 

→  An underwater photography tour concept for tourists 

→  A kiteboarding or sailing school concept 
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Wellness & Marine Retreats 

→  An oceanfront wellness retreat concept 

→  A floating meditation and breathwork experience concept 

→  A marine sound healing or thalassotherapy spa concept 

→  A sunrise beach fitness bootcamp concept for visitors 

→  A coral reef meditation experience concept 

Cultural & Community Tourism 

→  A Bahamian fishing culture tour concept 

→  A local seafood cooking class concept for tourists 

→  A traditional boat sailing demonstration concept 

→  A cultural food and seafood festival concept 

→  A Bahamian heritage museum concept with a marine focus 

Marine Education & Research Tourism 

→  A marine biology dive camp concept for eco-tourists 

→  A citizen science vacation package concept 

→  A coral reef restoration volunteer tourism concept 

→  A sea turtle rehabilitation tour concept 

→  A shark research observation tour concept 

→  A marine ecology education camp concept 

Food & Beverage by the Sea 

→  A floating seafood restaurant concept 

→  A beach BBQ and Bahamian lobster shack concept 

→  A seaweed-based foods cafe concept 

→  A juice bar concept for popular beaches 

→  A fish market with chef demo space concept 

Conservation & Volunteer Tourism 

→  A marine debris cleanup excursion concept 

→  A coral gardening experience concept for tourists 

→  A beach turtle nest monitoring tour concept 

→  A reef health mapping vacation package concept 

→  A local youth marine mentorship program concept 

→  A sustainable fishing workshop concept 
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🟢  GREEN ECONOMY — Sustainability Economy Concepts 

Walking & Urban Cultural Tours 

→  A Nassau Historic Walking Tour concept — forts, Straw Market, Parliament Square 

→  A Junkanoo Cultural Walk concept exploring music, costumes, and traditions 

→  A Ghosts of Nassau Night Walk concept featuring haunted sites and folklore 

→  A food and flavors of Nassau tour concept with local eateries 

→  A botanical garden walking experience concept featuring native plants 

→  A photo safari urban walk concept for Instagram-savvy tourists 

Renewable Energy (Tourism-Focused) 

→  A solar-powered beach facilities concept (showers, lighting, kiosks) 

→  A solar rooftop installation concept for small hotels and guesthouses 

→  A hybrid solar-battery backup solution concept for island tourism businesses 

→  A wind micro-turbine installation concept for eco-lodges 

→  A solar-powered marina operations concept 

Sustainable Transportation 

→  An electric shuttle service concept for resorts and airports 

→  An e-bike rental concept for island tours 

→  An eco-scooter tour concept in historic districts 

→  An EV charging station installation concept for hotels and marinas 

→  An electric boat and water taxi service concept 

Waste Management & Recycling 

→  A resort-focused recycling collection service concept 

→  A glass-to-sand recycling concept for beaches and construction 

→  A food waste composting service concept for hotels 

→  An upcycled furniture and decor business concept for hotels 

→  A zero-waste consulting concept for resorts 

→  A plastic-to-building-materials enterprise concept 

Sustainable Agriculture & Land Management 

→  A farm-to-table organic produce supplier concept for resorts 

→  A hydroponic or vertical farming concept for hotels 

→  A resort kitchen garden design service concept 

→  A native plant landscaping service concept for tourism properties 

→  A sustainable seafood aquaponics system concept 
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Eco-Friendly Products & Green Consulting 

→  A natural spa and wellness product line concept 

→  A biodegradable packaging supply concept for food vendors 

→  A green housekeeping service concept for resorts 

→  A sustainability consulting concept for small tourism operators 

→  A carbon offset program development concept for tourists 

→  An ecotourism tour company concept focused on land conservation 

 

Note: The above lists are illustrative, not exhaustive. Student applications featuring innovative concepts not listed 
above are welcome and encouraged. Think big! 

 

SECTION 3 — WHO CAN APPLY? 

 

The Student Innovation Competition is designed to empower the next generation of Bahamian young entrepreneurs. To 
be eligible, applicants must meet all of the following criteria: 

 

Nationality Must be a Bahamian citizen 

School Level Must be currently enrolled as a junior or senior high school student in The Bahamas 

Age Must be between the ages of 11 and 18 at the time of application 

Business 
License 

A business license is NOT required to apply but may be applicable for disbursements. 

Business 
Concept 

Your concept must focus on enhancing the Bahamian Tourism Product or Experience 
and fall within the Green, Blue, or Orange Economy 

Submission 
Materials 

A written original proposal is required. AI-generated content, renders, prototypes, 
MVPs, or tech packs are encouraged as supporting materials only. 

 

SECTION 4 — STUDENT PRIZE STRUCTURE 

 

A total prize pool of $50,000.00 has been allocated to the Student Innovation Competition, distributed across three 
economy tracks. Prize winnings are tiered and awarded to the top finalists in each track: 

 

 

 
Note: Exact prize tier amounts per track will be confirmed and communicated through the official TDC application portal if changed. 

 

🥇 First Place 🥈 Second Place 🥉 Third Place 

$5,000 $2,500 $1,750 

TOTAL POOL  $50,000.00 



Tourism Development Corporation of The Bahamas  |  www.tdcbahamas.com  |  Investing in Our Young People, Our Future. 

SECTION 5 — COMPETITION PROCESS & TIMELINE 

 
The competition is structured in stages, designed to prepare and support student participants every step of the way: 

 

STAGE 
1 

Application Submission 
Submit your business concept through the official TDC application portal. You do not need a business 
license — just your idea, your passion, your supporting materials (renders, AI content, prototypes, 
MVPs, or tech packs), and your commitment to Bahamian tourism. 

 

STAGE 
2 

Application Review 
All submissions are reviewed by the TDC Business Development Team for eligibility and concept 
alignment with the Green, Blue, or Orange Economy framework and tourism enhancement focus. 

 

STAGE 
3 

Virtual Pitch Round 
Shortlisted applicants will be invited to deliver a virtual pitch to the selection panel in the week leading 
up to the Finale. This pitch determines who advances. Prepare well — this is where your journey to the 
stage begins. 

 

STAGE 
4 

Mock Pitch Session 
Selected Finale participants will attend a dedicated mock pitch session before competition night. This 
session ensures your presentation files are in order, your delivery is confident, and you are fully 
prepared to perform at your best. 

 

STAGE 
5 

Grand Finale 
The top finalists will pitch live to a panel of judges and a live audience at the Grand Finale event. Each 
contestant will compete for First, Second, and Third place and their respective prize winnings in their 
economy track. 

 

STAGE 
6 

Prize Disbursement 
Winners receive their prizes as confirmed by TDC. Because participants are students and concepts are 
at an early stage, disbursement conditions will be adapted appropriately and communicated through 
the official program. You will be assisted with bringing your product or business to life if it is a concept 
or guided with expert mentorship if it is already in existence. 

 

 

SECTION 6 — WHAT TO EXPECT AS A STUDENT PARTICIPANT 

 
This is more than a competition — it is a development program. As a student participant, you can expect: 
 

✔ Pitch skills training to refine your delivery and build your confidence 

✔ Access to business and entrepreneurship development workshops tailored for students 

✔ Guidance on how to use AI tools, design software, and digital platforms to present your concept 

✔ Mentorship from professionals in tourism, technology, and business development 

✔ Extensive national media exposure across television, digital, and print platforms 

✔ A mock pitch session ahead of the Finale to ensure your files and confidence are competition-ready 

✔ Invitation cards to bring your own cheering section to the Grand Finale 



Tourism Development Corporation of The Bahamas  |  www.tdcbahamas.com  |  Investing in Our Young People, Our Future. 

✔ Early entry into The Bahamas' national tourism development network and pipeline 

✔ Recognition as a Young Tourism Innovator of The Bahamas 

 

SECTION 7 — MAKING YOUR SUBMISSION STAND OUT 

 

Since most student entries will be concept-stage proposals, the judges will be looking at the quality of your idea, its 
tourism impact potential, your research, and how clearly and creatively you communicate it. Here are tips to 
strengthen your submission: 

 

Use AI Tools 

Tools like Claude, ChatGPT, Canva, or Adobe Firefly can help you write, brainstorm, and visualize your 
concept. You can use AI to draft your proposal, generate images of your idea, or help you think through 
your business model. You are not allowed to solely depend on the AI tools. You must have original ideas. 

 

Create a Digital Render or Mockup 

Design a visual of what your product, app, store, or experience would look like. This could be a sketch, a 
digital illustration, or a Canva design — anything that shows the judge what you are imagining. 

 

Build a Simple Prototype or MVP 

If you can, create a basic working version of your idea. This could be a simple app screen, a sample 
product, or a demonstration video. 

 

Prepare a Tech Pack 

A tech pack is a detailed document that describes your concept in full — materials, design features, steps, 
costs, and how it works. This is especially useful for product or fashion concepts. 

 

Know Your Tourism Angle 

Be very clear about how your idea improves or enhances the Bahamian tourism experience. Who is your 
customer? What problem does your idea solve? How does it benefit visitors or the tourism industry? 

 

Tell Your Story 

Judges love to hear why you care about this idea. Share your personal connection to Bahamian culture, the 
ocean, or sustainability — it makes your pitch memorable. 

 

 

SECTION 8 — PRIZE CONDITIONS 

 
All student prize winners must satisfy the following conditions before prizes are released. These requirements are non-
negotiable: 

 

01 Be a currently enrolled junior or senior high school student in The Bahamas at the time of the award 
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02 Complete any outstanding program obligations including training sessions and documentation 

 

03 
Sign the prize disbursement agreement as required by TDC, with parental/guardian consent where 
applicable 

 

04 Attend the Grand Finale event and deliver their pitch live to the panel of judges 

 

 

For inquiries, contact the TDC Business Development Team  |  www.tdcbahamas.com 
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